Ephesians 3:1 … 13
1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,
…

13Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at 
my tribulations for you, which is your glory.
Ephesians 3:2-3
2If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  3How that by revelation he made known unto me
 the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

 “blood of goats & calves”   (versus (
Hebrews 9:12

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

Hebrews 9:19

For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,

Hebrews 10:4

For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.


Paul, the Prisoner
 
Acts 28:17

And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.

Philemon 1

Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,

Philemon 9

Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 1:8

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

Ephesians 4:1

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

Philippians 4:11

Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.
 “dispensation of grace”
 
Ephesians 3:1, 3:6-7, 3:8
Ephesians 1:10

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

1 Corinthians 9:17

For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

Colossians 1:25

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

2 Timothy 2:15  (rightly dividing the word of truth)
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Ephesians 3:3-12

3How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  6That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  7Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  8Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;  9And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  10To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  11According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:  12In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.
The “mystery of Christ”
Ephesians 1:10

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

Romans 10:12

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.

Galatians 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:11

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

Resurrection itself was a mystery
The twelve didn’t know the mystery … this is why Paul calls it “my gospel”
Romans 2:16

In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.

Romans 16:25

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,

2 Timothy 2:8

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:

Proof text:

Initially the twelve didn’t even believe in the ressurection
John 20:9

For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

John 12:16

These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.

Luke 24:6-11 … 25

6He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,  7Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.  8And they remembered his words,  9And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.  10It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.  11And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.

…

25Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

� Paul … not Peter!  The Catholics have no business suggesting that Peter (Papal office) is the authority over the Gentile church.  That office belongs to Paul:


Recall last week:


For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: Romans 11:13








